
Rusek             English 10 
FINAL EXAM BOOK REVIEW 

 

In a review, you express your opinion about the value or worth of a book you have read.  However, simply stating that 
something was good or bad is not enough.  You need to support your feelings with thoughtful explanations and specific 
references to the book itself. The following guidelines will assist you in the process of writing your book review. 
 

Choosing a Subject:  Review your choice book.  Make sure you express your opinion about the book.  
 

Gathering Details:  Collect your initial thoughts and feelings about your subject through free writing.  Or, if you want to 
work more systematically, list in one column the book’s strong points and in another column its weak points.  Continue 
exploring and collecting ideas as needed. 
 

Focusing Your Efforts:  Read through your ideas, and put a check next to the details you would like to include in your 
review.  Remember:  You can’t say everything.  Reviewers usually comment on the important parts of a book without 
giving away too much of the story. Make sure to narrow down the focus to ONE specific book element.  
 

Pick only ONE of the following: plot, characters, theme, setting, tone, point of view, symbolism, irony.  Check with the 
teacher if you want to choose a topic other than these. 
 

Introduction:  Be sure to start with an attention getting sentence and to identify the book’s title and author 
immediately after that.  Do a short summary of the plot, making sure to introduce the characters you may discuss later 
in the paper. Your strong claim about the book should be the last sentence of the introduction. In the claim, make sure 
you state the ONE literary element you’ll be covering and your opinion, - without saying, “I think” or “I believe”. 
 

Body Paragraph:  The body of the paper should focus on the one specific literary area of the book you’ve chosen, and 

your opinion of that area.  Make sure to support your opinions with details from the book. Body paragraphs should 
have: 

 At least 3 pieces of Sandwiched Evidence (context/quote/reasoning) proving your claim, and saving the most 
important piece of evidence for last 

 MLA parenthetical citations using the author’s last name and page numbers, i.e. (Thoreau 18)) 

 Transitions when you move from one idea to the next 
 

Conclusion: 
 Restates the primary claim with new language 

 Synthesis – NEW information connecting your review or the book to something else, not mentioned yet 

 A recommendation about the book 
 

Editing Checklist 
1. Make sure to introduce each quote or piece of textual evidence in the first part of your sandwiched evidence 
2.  Remember you are not doing an informative essay about the book – you are CRITIQUING it – which means you    
should give your opinions about the book, with evidence and reasoning to back it up 
3. Try to read it out loud (quietly!) when proof reading, so you “hear” mistakes 
 

Grading is based on the following: 

 Stimulating Ideas 

 Logical Organization 

 Meeting all requirements 

 Original Word Choice 

 Effective Sentence Style 

 Correct, Accurate Copy 
 
 

Use the back of this sheet for Pre-Writing.  Use a separate sheet for your outline. 
 



Pre-Writing 
List the book’s strong and weak points.   
 

Strong Points Weak Points 

 

Now put check marks next to the details you want to include and decide what your focus will be. 
 

 
Literary Element for your Focus: ____________________________________ 
 

 
Write your Claim here: 

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Outlining: You will outline the entire essay before the final exam and use the outline while writing the 

final.  You may use full sentences for the introduction and conclusion but for the body paragraphs, 
you should use bullet points of no more than 8 words per line. Do not write out full sentences or 
paragraphs in the body of the outline. 


